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1. PICTURE BOOKS 

1.1. CARVALHO, Adélia, Elefante em loja de porcelanas, Il. Da Loba, André, Editora Tcharan, 2011 

ISBN: 9789899702929 

 
1.2. SOBRAL, Catarina, Achimpa. Orfeu Negro, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898327222 
 
1.3. CARVALHO, Bernardo, Olhe, por favor, não viu uma luzinha a piscar?/Coore, coelhinho, corre!. , Planeta 
Tangerina, 2013 
ISBN:  9789898145543. 
 
1.4. MINHÓS MARTINS,  Isabel, Nunca vi uma bicicleta e os patos não me largam. Il. Matoso, Madalena, 
Planeta Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145444 

 
1.5 . CRUZ, Afonso, A Contradição Humana, Editorial Caminho, 2010 
ISBN: 9789722121354 

 

2. CHILDRENʼS BOOKS 

2.1. ALVES, Sílvia, A Fábrica do Tempo.Il.Prat, Pierre, Livros Horizonte, 2012 
ISBN: 9789722417662 
 
2.2. MOTA, António, O Anel Mágico. Il. Reimão, Rute, Gailivro,2012 
ISBN: 9789895579525 
 
2.3. MINHÓS MARTINS, Isabel, O Rapaz que gostava de aves. Il. Carvalho, Bernardo, Planeta 
Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145468 
 
2.4 LETRIA, José Jorge, Se eu fosse um livro. Il. Letria, André, Pato Lógico Edições, 2011 
ISBN: 9789899671768 

 

2.5 ABREU, João Gomes, A Ilha. Il. Kono, Yara, Planeta Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145437 

 

3. BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS 

3.1. Pessoa, Ana , O Caderno Vermelho da Rapariga Karateca. Il, Carvalho, Bernando, Planeta 
Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145451 
 
3.2. ARAÚJO, Jorge, Nem tudo começa com um beijo, II. Sousa Pereira, Pedro, Oficina do Livro (2005) 
ISBN: 9789895551088 

 

3.3.  ONDJAKI, A Bicicleta que tinha bigodes. Editorial Caminho, 2011 
ISBN: 9789722124553 
9789895577439 
 

3.4. MAIA DE ALMEIDA, Carla, Irmão Lobo,  Il. Gonçalves, António Joorge, Planeta Tangerina,2013 
ISBN: 9789898145536. 
 
3.5. DUCLA SOARES, Luísa, Atenção! Sou um Adolescente. II. Alves, Filipe, Livraria Civilização 
Editora, 2012  
ISBN: 9789722635578 
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1. PICTURE BOOKS 

1.1 CARVALHO, Adélia, Elefante em loja de porcelanas, Il. Da Loba, André, Editora Tcharan, 
2011 

ISBN: 9789899702929 

 
 

 

 

Synopsis:  

Elefante em loja de porcelanas (Elephant in a 
China Shop) 

The china is in a panic when the magestic elephant 
arrives. ʻI know everything will be broken, it wonʼt 
be funnyʼ, says the teacup. But the poor elephant 
will prove to be careful  and delicate. 

At the end the readers are encouraged to imagine 
(and to draw) what would have happened ʻʼif the 
elephant had not tiptoed aboutʼʼ.  

 
 
 
⇒The author:  

Adélia Carvalho  
Adélia Carvalho, born in Penafiel, northern Portugal, is one of the new stars in Portuguese childrenʼs 
literature. She has written several books. In 2008 her writing reached a new dimension when  she 
opened the  bookshop ʻPapa-Livrosʼ, a spaced dedicated to literature for children and young adults. 
In 2010 she co-founded, with the illustator Marta Madureira, Tacharan, a publishing company.  
She holds a degree in Early Childhood Studies and has taught in several schools, where she 
organizes and promotes meetings with authors and illustrators.  
Her greatest passions are books, her two dogs, oranges for breakfast, sunflowers and lots of hugs.  
 
 
⇒The illustrator:  

André da Loba.  Born in Portugal, André da Loba is a published and exhibited artist whose work 
has received international acclaim. As an illustrator, animator, graphic designer, sculptor, and 
educator, Andreʼs combination of curiosity, experience, knowledge and mistery serves as the 
constant medium with which he creates and inspires. His work is an invitation and a challenge to 
change the world, however big or small it might be. He lives in Brooklyn. 
Clients Include: The New York Times; Time Magazine; The New Yorker; The Washington Post; The 
Boston Globe; Newsweek; Time Out Magazine; NPR; The World Bank; Bloommberg; Boston 
College of Law; Morning Star; MTA; Stir; Letras Libres; Kalandraka; Companhia das Letras; OQO; 
Eterogémeas; Bruáá; Porto Editora; Caminho; Lupa Design; Silva!; Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation. 
  
His work has been recognized by: The Society of Illustrators NY; Communication Arts; CMYK; 3×3 
Magazine; Luerzerʼs Magazine; Creative Quarterly; Ilustrarte and The Bologna Childrenʼs Book Fair. 
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1.2. SOBRAL, Catarina, Achimpa. Orfeu Negro, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898327222 

 

AWARDED THE PRIZE FOR THE BEST BOOK FOR CHILDREN, 2013, by the Portuguese Society of Authors,  

 

 
 

 

 
Synopsis: 
Achimpa 
It all starts when a researcher discovers in an ʻold 
and battered dictionnary the Word Achimpa, 
which had  disappeared since the time of the first 
Portuguese kings. This news spread rapidly and 
everyone wants to use this word, however they 
donʼt know how. ʻThen someone had the idea of 
asking Mrs Zulmira, a lady aged 137, if she 
knew this strange word. She says it is averb, not 
a noun and from then on a funny game with words 
starts, in which eveyone wants to participate, 
ridiculing the power asssociated with false 
knowledge.  

This is a book for those who like to study words 
and Play with them.  

 
 
 

⇒The author and Illustrator:  

 
Catarina Sobral, who was born in in Coimbra in1985, has a Degree in Design from the University of 
Aveiro (2007) and a Masters in Artistic Illustration from the University of Évora.  Besides being a 
qualified illustrator and communication designer, she is also experienced in printmaking and film 
animation. 
She regularly provides illustrations for newspapers as well as for a variety of Portuguese 
magazines. Her first picture book, Greve (Strike), a project in which she is both the writer and the 
illustrator, shows the influence of graphic art in her work, where she experiments with photo-collage, 
ink drawings and bitmaps. The text is the raw material that influences her choices of colour and 
technology. 

Catarina Sobral has participated in several group exhibitions, the latest at the Bologna Childrenʼs 
Book Fair (Bologna 2012) and has been recognized internationally on several occasions, such as: 
2007: shortlisted in the Love your earth contest — Designboom / DA - Design Association Japan; 
2010: Shortlisted in the Minimotion contest — F+F Schule für Kunst und Mediendesign ; 2011: 
awarded a Special Mention at the Portuguese National Illustration Award; 2011: selected for the 
IFFR XL: Not Kidding — International Film Festival Rotterdam. 
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1.3. CARVALHO, Bernardo, Olhe, por favor, não viu uma luzinha a piscar?/Corre, coelhinho, 

corre!. , Planeta Tangerina, 2013 
ISBN:  9789898145543. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis: 
Olhe, por favor, não viu uma luzinha a 
piscar?/Corre, coelhinho, corre!. (Please, have  
you seen a tiny light blinking?/Run, little bunny, 
run!) 
This is  a book with two stories:  on one side, a firefly 
is looking for a small light; on the other, a rabbit  runs 
wildly.   
The first story reads from left to right (as usual) and 
the second from right to left (less usual). The illusion 
comes from this: with the same pictures, and only by 
reversing the reading direction, two distinct storylines 
appear. Confusing? 
Itʼs simple: on one side we follow the adventure of a 
firefly looking for a small light, on the other, a running 
rabbit. Both share the same scenarios, and the 
reader just has to follow each one of these characters 
and their adventures, so as to find the way in the 
woods or in the city … 
But … What can the poor reader do if he gets lost? 
What all readers do, with all books, everywhere: 
browse through the book, backwards and forwards, 
looking for connections and meanings between the 
elements of the page: decipher, read, build up whatʼs 
missing … and have great fun along the way. 
  

 

 
 

⇒The author and illustrator:  
Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A childrenʼs book illustrator and editor, he is one of 
the founders of the publisher Planeta Tangerina. 
He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and 
studied Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas Artes  (The National Fine Arts Society). 
Drawing, composition and the graphic articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and 
his work has received numerous awards over the past few years, including two special mentions at 
the National Illustration Awards in 2006 and 2007. In 2008, with the book "Pê de Pai" (D for Dad) he 
won a Honourable Mention Award for the Best Book Design from All Over the World, sponsored by 
Book Art Foundation. In 2009, he was one of the winners in the 2nd CJ Picture Book Awards 
(Korea), with the book As Duas Estradas" (The Two Roads). That year he also won the National 
Award for illustration with the book Depressa Devagar (Quick, quick, slow). 
In 2011, O Mundo num Segundo (The World in a Second) was distinguished as one of the best 
books of the year by the Banco del Libro of Venezuela. 
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1.4. MINHÓS MARTINS, Isabel, Nunca vi uma bicicleta e os patos não me largam.  
Il. Matoso, Madalena, Planeta Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145444 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Synopsis:  

Nunca vi uma bicicleta e os patos não me 
largam (I have never seen a bicycle and ducks 
wonʼt let go) 

A little boy tells us his misadventures and griefs: 
he has never seen a duck and a bicycle, however 
at school he has already written about bicycles 
and solved maths problems about ducks and 
bicycles. But, one day, all is going to change. 

This is a fun book that reminds us that it is 
important to learn about the world and equally 
important to understand the world: to look, 
discover, experiment, preferably in reality. 

 
 
⇒The author:  

Isabel Minhós Martins was born in Lisbon (Portugal), in 1974. From an early age she enjoyed listening to all 
sorts of stories told by friends, aunties or by her neighbour.  

She graduated in Graphic Design from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and has a Post-
Graduate Degree in Editing from the Catholic University of Lisbon. In 1999 she founded, together with the 
illustrator Madalena Matoso, and another two friends, the publisher Planeta Tangerina ,  working on childrenʼs 
magazines, comics, animations and many books. Her first book, Um Livro para Todos os Dias (A book for 
everyday), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho, was published in 2004. Also with Carvalho she made her debut at 
Cosac Naify (the Brazilian publisher) in 2009 with her book Pê de pai  (D for Dad), a book that in 2008 
received an Honourable Mention in the Prize for Best Book Design From All Over The World category of the 
Leipzig Book Foundation. In 2008 she received an Honourable Mention at the 1st Compostela International 
Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Little Lamb, have you any wool?), (Kalandraka), 
illustrated by Yara Kono. In 2010, she was nominated for the Authorʼs Award from the Portuguese Writers 
Association / RTP  (Portuguese TV) in the category for children's literature with O Livro dos Quintais (The 
Backyards book), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho.   

O Mundo num Segundo, (The World in a Second) in the Spanish edition by Oxfam International, was 
distinguished by the Banco del Libro in the category "Best Book for Children 2010."   

Some of her books are published in Spain, France, England, Italy, Brazil, Norway and Korea.  

 
⇒The illustrator:  
Madalena Matoso,  
 
Madalena Matoso (Lisbon, Portugal, 1974) studied Communication Design at the Lisbon College of Fine Arts 
and post-graduated in Graphic Editorial Design at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Barcelona. 
 In 1999 she created  Planeta Tangerina, a studio for illustration and graphic design., with three friends. 
In 2006 Planeta Tangerina began to publish picture books too. 
 With the books "A Mesa é uma Mesa, Será?” (A Table is just a table. Isnʼt it?),2006,"Quando Eu Nasci” (When 
I was born), 2007 and "Andar Por Aí” (Walking Around), 2009 she received a Special Mention Award in the 
National Prize for Illustration. In 2008 she received the National Award for Illustration for the book “A Charada 
da Bicharada” (The Riddle of the Animals), published by Texto Editores with text by Alice Vieira. 
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1.5 . CRUZ, Afonso, A Contradição Humana, Editorial Caminho, 2010 
ISBN: 9789722121354 
 Included in he IBBY Honour List 2012  

 

 

 

 

Synopsis:  

A Contradição Humana (The human 
contradiction) 

A child who is attentive to the world observes that 
people have many contradictions. For example his 
neighbour the pianist, who is happy when he plays 
sad songs, or the grumpy neighbour who no matter 
how much sugar she puts in her coffee is still a sour 
person. 

With humour, we are challenged to be aware of the 
contradictions that exist in our attitudes to life, and of 
the relationships we establish with our fellow human 
beings. 

 
 

⇒The author and illustrator:  
 
 
Afonso Cruz  was born in Figueira da Foz, in 1971. He studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts at the 
University of Lisbon, at the Higher Institute of Fine Arts in Madeira and at António Arroio School. He 
is a writer, an illustrator, a musician and a cineast. He has produced animated films and is a 
member of the blues/roots band the Soaked Lamb (in which he sings, composes, plays the guitar, 
the harmonica and the banjo). 

He published his first book,the novel A Carne de Deus (Godʼs flesh), in 2008, followed by 
Enciclopédia da Estória Universal (2009), which was awarded the Camilo Castelo Branco Prize – 
APE/Câmara Municipal de Famalicão in 2011. He has also written Os Livros Que Devoraram o Meu 

Pai (The books that devoured my father), which won the Maria Rosa Colaço Prize for Literature in 
2009, A Contradição Humana (The human contradiction), which was distinguished with the Authors 
Prize in 2011 from the Portuguese Writers Association/RTP (Portuguese TV), with the Prize 
Ler/Booktailors, with a Special Mention in the National illustration Prize, was placed in IBBYʼs List of 
Honour and also chosen to be part of the White Ravens Exhibition  in 2011. 

Since 2007 Afonso Cruz has illustrated about 30 books for children, in collaboration with Portuguese 
authors such as José Jorge Letria, António Torrado and Alice Vieira. He has also provided 
illustrations for magazines, book covers and advertisiments. 
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2. CHILDREN´S BOOKS 

2.1. ALVES, Sílvia, A Fábrica do Tempo.Il.Prat, Pierre, Livros Horizonte, 2012 
ISBN: 9789722417662 
 

 
 

 
 

Synopsis: 

A Fábrica do Tempo (The Time Factory) 
It is a simple story that, in a magical 
environment, explains the changes in time. 
In the time factory, all past years are kept,  the 
future years wait their turn and the present has 
to ʻʼlook after the birth of every single dayʼ. 
But a revolution is happening in this factory! It is 
usual to choose the New Year at random, 
however this time the present year calls for the 
past years and three new years to be candidates 
for the immediate future. He would like them to 
assist him with an idea: what if this time his 
successor was chosen according to his best 
characteristics? Maybe the future would be a 
better one...                                                       
They all can have a say, in order to be chosen. 
There is a lot of agitation until one of the 
candidates  encourages everyone to agree on 
one thing ʻʼIt is very difficult to please everyone 
at the same time. (...) Each personʼs destiny 
belongs to them alone.ʼʼ 
 

 
⇒The author:  
Sílvia Alves was born in Trás-os Montes, in northern Portugal. She attended the Biology and Geology Course 
at the University of Minho. She was a Science Teacher for twelve years. She has been responsible for the 
cultural program of ʻBar Alinhavarʼ, I Leiria, since 1996 and for the last ten years she has bee the editoral 
coordinator of ʻBruxinhaʼ (Liitle witch), a supplement for children of the weekly paper ʻRegião de Leiriaʼ. She 
has been writing the chronicle ʻAlinhavosʼ (Stiches), for the same paper, since 2004. She also collaborated on 
the magazine ʻMinguarteʼ and on the magazine ʻRodapéʼ, from the José Saramago Library in Beja.  
Silvia Alves wrote about books for children in the magazine ʻLERʼ and in ʻFada Morganaʼ, (Galicia), a 
magazine on Childrenʼs Literature. She tells stories in libraries and in the Pedriatic Department of Santo André 

Hospital, in Leiria. Her first book was ʻCoisas da Mãeʼ (Mumʼs things.) 
 
 
⇒The illustrator, Pierre Prat, is a Quebec-based children's book author and illustrator. Pratt's first illustration 
project, a story by Benedicte Froissant published in English translation in 1990 as Uncle Henry's Dinner 

Guests, is a surreal fantasy inwhich the chickens pictured on Uncle Henry's shirt come alive during an 
otherwise quiet dinner, though only the children at the table seem to notice. Uncle Henry's Dinner Guests 
earned Pratt two major illustration honors, and established him as a contender in the arena of children's book 
illustration. 
In addition to producing images for the texts of predominately French-language authors such as Rémy Simard, 
Hannah Roche, and François Gravel, he has also paired his brightly colored illustrations with his own stories, 
and has produced a series of board books focusing on the adventures of Olaf the elephant and Venus the 
mouse.  
He has received several awards, including the Canadian Governor General's Award, and the Mr. Christie 
Award for best illustration, both in 1991, both for Uncle Henry's Dinner Guests; the UNICEF-Bologna Book 
Fair Award, 1992; the Golden Apple Award (Bratislava), for Follow That Hat!; the Governor General's Award 
for Illustration, and the Mr. Christie Book Award in the French-language category, both for My Dog Is an 

Elephant; "Totem" for Best French Album in Montreuil, France, 1994, for Marcel and Andre; the Governor 
General's Literary Award for Children's Literature (French) Illustration, 1998, for Monsieur Ilétaitunefois, by 
Rémy Simard. 
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2.2. MOTA, António, O Anel Mágico. Il.Reimão, Rute, Gailivro,2012 
ISBN: 9789895579525 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis: 

O Anel Mágico (The Magic ring). 

This is the story of a boy who lived with his mother in 
a very poor house. They were very poor and there 
was hardly any food at home. Fed up with so much 
poverty, the boy decided totravel throughout the 
world.He walked for miles until he reached a big town 
where he met an old lady who was  struggling to carry 
two buckets full of water  up hilly road. The boy felt 
sorry for her and decided to help her. As a thank you 
the old lady gave him dog, a cat and a ring, which 
helped him to change his life.  

 

⇒The author:  

António Mota, who was born in Baião, in northern Portugal in1957, is a primary teacher and one of 
the most productive authors of books for children and young adults. In 1983 he received an award 
from the Portuguese Writers Association for O Rapaz de Loredo (The boy from Loredo).  He was 
also awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Children´s Literature in 1990 together with Pedro 
Alecrim and in 1996 the António Boto Award for A Casa das Bengalas (The Old Peopleʼs Home). In 
2004 he was awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Childrenʼs Literature in the picture books 
category for Se eu fosse muito magrinho (If I were very thin), illustrated by André Letria. He 
frequently goes to primary schools in Portugal and other countries to do workshops aimed at 
stimulating children to read and write. 
He has collaborated with various newspapers and has participated in several workshops organized 
by libraries and Teacher Training Institutions. His work is documented in several textbooks for 
teaching Portuguese. Some of his stories have been translated into Spanish and German. 
 
 
⇒The illustrator:  

Rute Reimão was born in Luanda, Angola, on the 4th May 1972. She graduated in Graphic Design 
from IADE – Criative University, Lisbon in 1993. She worked for MKT, an Advertising Company in 
Lisbon, and for the Weekly newspaper ʻO Semanárioʼ. In 1997 she begun to illustrate political 
commentary texts and created 13 large panels on the activity of the  Paparazzi for a space with  the  
same name situated on the docks in Lisbon (today "Fish Dock"). In 1999 worked as a sub-editor for 
the newspaper ʻA Capitalʼ and in 2001 she founded a Design Company ʻAlémtudo, Design e 
Comunicação, Lda.ʼ. Between 2004-2008, in partnership with Aníbal Fernandes, she drew a daily 
carton – ʻElias, o Sem Abrigoʼ (Elias, the Homeless). Between 2004 and 2009 she directed several 
workshops for children on illustration. 

In 2007 the book ʻGosto Deles Porque simʼ (I like them because I do), by Lara Xavier, was released, 
illustrated by her. Between September and December of the same year Rute Reimão illustrated six 
books of traditional stories and in 2009 she started her monthly collaboration as an illustrator for the 
magazine Pais e Filhos (Parents and Children). 

She has illustrated many books for children and her work has been shown in many exhibitions, both 
individual and collective and  she also undertakes several workshops on illustration in state schools 
in Lisbon. 
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2.3. MINHÓS MARTINS, Isabel, O Rapaz que gostava de aves. Il. Carvalho, Bernardo, Planeta 
Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145468 
 
 

 

Synopsis: 
O Rapaz que gostava de aves (The boy who liked 
birds) 
This books shows us how on our planet everything is 
connected: people, birds, lizards, forests, rivers, the 
rain or the sunshine. 
Ricardo is a boy who takes the problems of the planet 
seriously: the forests that are disappearing, the 
polluted oceans, problems with water and energy, the 
thousand of species in danger of extinction...up to the 
day when, fed up with seeing how many people 
around him appear to live without caring about all of 
this, he quits. «He sends reclying packing. Starts 
having a bath instead of a shower. Forgets to switch 
off lights. Protests when he has to walk or use the 
bicycle. Why should he care about the forests or 
species in danger of extinction...!». 

But, one day walking through the countryside all 
changes. He sees a kingfisher flying and it makes him 
think and want to know more. And he will care again, 
this time in a better way. 

 
⇒The author:  
Isabel Minhós Martins was born in Lisbon (Portugal), in 1974. From an early age she enjoyed listening to all 
sorts of stories told by friends, aunties or by her neighbour.  
She graduated in Graphic Design from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and has a Post-
Graduate Degree in Editing from the Catholic University of Lisbon. In 1999 she founded, together with the 
illustrator Madalena Matoso, and another two friends, the publisher Planeta Tangerina ,  working on childrenʼs 
magazines, comics, animations and many books. Her first book, Um Livro para Todos os Dias (A book for 
everyday), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho, was published in 2004. Also with Carvalho she made her debut at 
Cosac Naify (the Brazilian publisher) in 2009 with her book Pê de pai  (D for Dad), a book that in 2008 
received an Honourable Mention in the Prize for Best Book Design From All Over The World category of the 
Leipzig Book Foundation. In 2008 she received an Honourable Mention at the 1st Compostela International 
Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Little Lamb, have you any wool?), (Kalandraka), 
illustrated by Yara Kono. In 2010, she was nominated for the Authorʼs Award from the Portuguese Writers 
Association / RTP  (Portuguese TV) in the category for children's literature with O Livro dos Quintais (The 
Backyards book), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho.   
O Mundo num Segundo, (The World in a Second) in the Spanish edition by Oxfam International, was 
distinguished by the Banco del Libro in the category "Best Book for Children 2010."   
Some of her books are published in Spain, France, England, Italy, Brazil, Norway and Korea.  
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A childrenʼs book illustrator and editor, he is one of the 
founders of the publisher Planeta Tangerina. 
He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and studied 
Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas Artes  (The National Fine Arts Society). Drawing, composition 
and the graphic articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and his work has received numerous 
awards over the past few years, including two special mentions at the National Illustration Awards in 2006 and 
2007. In 2008, with the book "Pê de Pai" (D for Dad) he won a Honourable Mention Award for the Best Book 
Design from All Over the World, sponsored by Book Art Foundation. In 2009, he was one of the winners in the 
2nd CJ Picture Book Awards (Korea), with the book As Duas Estradas" (The Two Roads). That year he also 
won the National Award for illustration with the book Depressa Devagar (Quick, quick, slow). 
In 2011, O Mundo num Segundo (The World in a Second) was distinguished as one of the best books of the 
year by the Banco del Libro of Venezuela. 
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2.4. LETRIA, José Jorge, Se eu fosse um livro. Il. Letria, André, Pato Lógico Edições, 
2011 
ISBN: 9789899671768 

 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis 
 
Se eu fosse um livro (If I were  a book) 
 
If I were a book, I would ask  whoever should find 
me in the street to take me home with themʼʼ. This 
is how this book starts.  

Beautiful sentences and visual metaphors built 
around the wishes of a book, that magical and 
captivating object that can change lives.  

 

 

 

 

⇒The author:  
José Jorge Letria was born in Cascais in 1951. He studied Law and History and holds a Post-graduate 
Degree in International Journalism and a Mastersʼ degree in Foreign Policy. A journalist and a writer, José 
Jorge Letria has published dozens of titles and has been translated into English, Spanish, Galician and 
Korean. He is one of the most distinguished authors of literature for children in Portugal, as well as being a 
scriptwriter for both TV and Radio. His poetic, dramatic and juvenile literary work has been distinguished with 
important national and international prizes. His prizes include the Award for Theatre and Short Stories from the 

Sociedade Portuguesa de Autores (The Portuguese Writerʼs Association), a Unesco International Award, the 
Barcelona Poetry Class Award and the Gulbenkian Foundation award, the Plural Prize (Mexico), the Prize of 

the Internationale des Arts et des Lettres (Paris) and the Eça de Queirós/ Municipio de Lisboa Prize. He was 
for many years one of the best-known composers of political songs in Portugal, having been awarded with the 
Ordem da Liberdade  (Liberty Award) in 1997. Since January 2011 he has been the President of the 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Autores (The Portuguese Writerʼs Association). 
 

⇒The illustrator:  
André Letria  was born in Lisbon in 1973. He studied Painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of 
Lisbon. He has been working as an illustrator since 1992, illustrating childrenʼs books and collaborating in 
several periodical magazines. He has received several awards, amongst which the National Illustration Award, 
in 2000; The Gulbenkian Prize, in 2004; the Award for Excelence in Illustration, from the Society for News 
Design (EUA). He is published in several countries, including the USA, England, Spain and Turkey and 
participated in several  exhibitions on illustration for children, such as the Bratislava Biennial, in 1995 and 
2005, Bologna, in 2002, Sarmedee, in1999, and Illustrate in 2003, 2005 and 2009. 
He is included in the section ʻChildrenʼs Booksʼ of the 2009 edition of the illustration annual ʻ3x3ʼ, and has won 
a ʻsilver medalʼ for one of the series of illustrations he presented. He has also worked as a scenenographer for 
a theatre in Lisbon, the Companhia Teatral do Chiado, between 2000 and 2005. 
He has also made the short film ʻZé Pimpão, o ʻAceleraʼ, (Speedy Sam), based on a book with the same tittle 
by José Letria. This film received and award for the Best Portuguese Film in the Animatu 2007 Festival. 
AndréLetia also directed and wrote the animation series Foxy and Meg, based on a collection of books and 
characters with the same name. 
André Letria has also created and co-organized   Farol de Sonhos  (the Dream´s Lighthouse) – A meeting 
focused on Childrenʼs Imagination and Books. 
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2.5. ABREU, João Gomes, A Ilha. Il. Kono, Yara, Planeta Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145437 
 

Bologna Children’s Book Fair 2013 , Opera Prima  

 

      

 

Synopsis:  

A Ilha (The Island) 
 
This is a book about dreams and expectations.  
The islanders on a normal island wanted to be like 
people on the continent “What was good, without the 
shred of a doubt, was to be from the continent !” 

Determined, they started a huge task: the building of a 
bridge that would connect them to the continent. 
Without anyone having realized how crazy the project 
was, the engineers made calculations and the 
population is allied in this collective dream.  Without 
having thought about things such as the distance 
separating them from the continent, or the height the 
bridge needed to be so that ships could navigate under 
it safely, they have to face up to several unforseen 
problems and to errors in their calculations. 

The  text  is  ironic  and  makes  readers  laugh;  the 

younger  ones  for  one  reason,  the  older  ones  for 

another.  
 
 
⇒The author:  

João Gomes Abreu. Born in Mozambique in 1974, his first months were lived on the island of 
Madeira. 
Despite being a "continental", he was forever marked by those "island" early days and by the long 
summers spent in Gaul, near Funchal. 
He studied Communication Design at the Lisbon College of Fine Arts and nowadays, besides 
teaching Design at the Lisbon School of Communication and Media Arts, he works with the Planeta 
Tangerina team. 
  
He had never previously written a book – “A Ilha” ("The Island") is his debut - but he is often filled 
with ideas for books. 
This time he put his thoughts on paper ... and took the risk. 
  
⇒The illustrator:  
Yara Kono, was born born in São Paulo, Brazil, in 1972.  She is an illustrator and graphic designer 
who has been part of the Planeta Tangerina (publishers) team since 2004. 
Her first drawings were on the wall of her familyʼs sitting room. Her mother, who at first was not too 
pleased, finally gave in to the "artistic talents" of her daughter. 

From wall to paper, from paper to the computer the years have gone by. 

 In 2008 she received, together with Isabel Minhós Martins, an Honorable Mention at the 1st 
Compostela International Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Little Lamb, 
have you any wool?), (Kalandraka). 

 In 2011 she won the National Illustration Prize, with O Papão no Desvão, (the Monster in Hiding) 
written by Ana Saldanha. 

 



 

 

  13 

 

3. TEENAGER´S BOOKS 

3.1. Pessoa, Ana, O Caderno Vermelho da Rapariga Karateca. Il, Carvalho, Bernando, Planeta 
Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145451 

 
 

          
 

Synopsis: 
 
O Caderno Vermelho da Rapariga Karateca 
(The Karate girlʼs red notebook) 
  
This book tells the story a 15 year old girls called N, 
who could be like any other girl, but who is not... N 
practises Karate and dreams about being a balck 
belt (and about kissing Raul). One day she buys a 
plain red  notebook – which appears to have a life 
of its own – where she starts to write her diary, 
recording several things that happen in her daily 
life, ʻphilosophicalʼ matters of a teenager (Good and 
religion; to be or not to be romantic, relationship 
with the adults, etc.), and several short stories. 

O Caderno Vermelho da Rapariga Karateca is the 
first book written by Ana Pessoa and was the 
winner of the lastest edition of the Branquinho da 

Fonseca award. 
 

 
 
⇒The author:  
Ana Pessoa.  Born in Lisbon in 1982, Ana began writing stories at the age of 10. She studied 
Modern Languages and Literature (German and Portuguese Studies) at the Faculty of Arts of the 
University of Lisbon.  
When she was 22, she went to do an internship of 6 months in Germany and never returned. She 
has lived and worked as a translator in Brussels since 2007. 
The Karate Girlʼs Red Notebook is her first book. Some of her short stories have been published in 
various collections, and she has received several awards in Portugal (including Jovens Criadores 
'10, Aveiro Jovem Criador 2010 and Jovens Criadores '12) and elsewhere (the International "Sea of 
Words" short stories Competition in 2010, in Spain, and the International Theatre Competition 
Castello di Duino 2011, in Italy). 
 When she finally grows up, Ana wants to be an author. 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A childrenʼs book illustrator and editor, he is one of 
the founders of the publisher Planeta Tangerina. 
He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and 
studied Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas Artes  (The National Fine Arts Society). 
Drawing, composition and the graphic articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and 
his work has received numerous awards over the past few years, including two special mentions at 
the National Illustration Awards in 2006 and 2007. In 2008, with the book "Pê de Pai" (D for Dad) he 
won a Honourable Mention Award for the Best Book Design from All Over the World, sponsored by 
Book Art Foundation. In 2009, he was one of the winners in the 2nd CJ Picture Book Awards 
(Korea), with the book As Duas Estradas" (The Two Roads). That year he also won the National 
Award for illustration with the book Depressa Devagar (Quick, quick, slow). 
In 2011, O Mundo num Segundo (The World in a Second) was distinguished as one of the best 
books of the year by the Banco del Libro of Venezuela. 
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3.2. ARAÚJO, Jorge, Nem tudo começa com um beijo, II. Sousa Pereira, Pedro, Oficina do 
Livro (2005) 
ISBN: 9789895551088 

 

 

 

            

Synopsis: 
Nem tudo começa com um beijo (Not 
everything starts with a kiss) 
This is a story based on a report by one of the 
authors (Jorge Araújo) in Luanda, about the 
children lIving in the cityʼs sewers and which was 
published in the weelky "O Independente". 

It is a love story,of an almost impossible love 
between Fio Maravilha and Nuvem Maria, in a city 
similar to a house with a basement and an attic. 

In the basement, in the cityʼs sewers, hides a group 
of children who go everyday to the attic to get food 
from the ʻpots on wheelsʼ.  
In the attic there is a buzzing city, cars, rich and 
poor people, people who rushes from home to their 
jobs and a girl, Nuvem Maria, with blond hair, with 
whom Fio Maravilha falls in love. In a world of 
inequalities, everyone fights for their survival and 
for a better life. Many choose drugs and alcohol, 
etc... One day a brutal hearthquake destroys 
everything and kills everyone in the basement. 
Unable to return to the basement, he wanders 
through the city and discovers Nuvem Maria in the 
middle of the rubble. They leave in a boat, and live 
happily ever after. 

 
 

⇒The author:  

Jorge Araújo was born in 1959 in Mindelo, on the island of S. Vicente, Cape Verde. He started has a 
TV journalist, in Cape Verde and later worked for a short time as a diplomat.  
In Portugal he achieved his main objective: to be a reporter. He worked for the Independente, for Já, 
for the television station TVI, for the newspaper Correio da Manhã and also spent several long 
periods in London, working for the BBC. At present he is the editor of Actual, a supplement of the 
weekly newspaper Expresso. In 2007 he published the novel O Dia em que a Noite se Perdeu (The 
day when the Night was lost), and he is also the author of Comandante Hussi (Commander Hussi) 
and Nem tudo começa com um beijo  (Not everything Starts with a Kiss). 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Pedro Sousa Pereira   was born in Angola in 1966, and holds a Degree in Communication and 
Media Studies from the Escola Superior de Jornalismo do Porto, and the  University for Journalism 
in Porto. 
At present he is a journalist at the TV station SIC, he has already worked for the newspaper 
Comércio do Porto, participated in the foundation of the radio station Rádio Nova and  was a 
member of the writing team for the radio station Rádio Macau. 

Pedro Pereira is also the author of a CD about the years of imprisonment of Xanana Gusmão and 
collaborated in another about general Humberto Delgado. In 2003, with Jorge Araújo, he received  
the Gulbenkian Prize for Literature with the book Comandante Hussi (Commander Hussi). 
The two authors first met in Dili, East Timor, in 1999 and became great friends. 
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3.3.  ONDJAKI, A Bicicleta que tinha bigodes. Editorial Caminho, 2011 
ISBN: 9789722124553 
9789895577439 
 

 

 

 

          

     

 

Synopsis: 

A Bicicleta que tinha bigodes (The 
bicycle with a moustache) 
 

This is a sory about fantasy, search, 
friendship. 

A boy wanted to win a bicycle with the colours 
of the national flag of Angola. In order to do so 
he had to write a composition for the 
competition on the National Radio station. He 
wanted uncle Rui (a writer who lived in the 
same street and who wrote fantastic stories 
with the letters he had in His moustache) to 
help him, but he could not get his help. 
Therefore, instead of the composition he wrote 
a letter with a request to the President. He did 
not win the competition, but.... 

 

 
 

⇒The author:  
Ondjaki was born in Luanda, Angola, in 1977. He completed his degree in Sociology in Lisbon in 
2002 by producing research on the great Angolan writer Luandino Vieira. A versatile young talent 
and a most promising writer of the Portuguese language in Africa, he has written poetry, children's 
books, short stories, novels, drama and film scripts. He has also had paintings exhibited and has 
performed in public. He has made a documentary about his hometown, Luanda, entitled Oxalá 

cresçam pitangas - histórias de Luanda (I Hope the pitanga cherries grow – tales of Luanda), 2006. 

His literary debut was in 2000 with Actu Sanguiíneu (poems) followed  by the childhood memoir 
Bom dia camaradas (”Good Morning, Comrades”) and the book of short stories Momentos de Aqui 

(Moments from this place), in 2001. His novell O Assobiador  (The Whistler), was published in 2002. 
He was awarded the Grande Prémio de Conto Camilo Castelo Branco 2007 (The 2007 Camilo 
Castelo Branco Award for Stories) by the Portuguese Writers' Association for his novel Os da Minha 

Rua (People in my street). In 2008 he was distinguished with the Grinzane for Africa award, for 
young writers, and in 2010, he won the prestigious Jabuti Prize, in Brazil, with his juvenile book 
Avódezanove e o Segredo do Soviético (Grandma Dezano-ve and the Soviet Secret), and, among 
other awards, the Prémio Caxinde do Conto Infantil  (The Caxinde Prize for Childrenʼs Stories), with 
his book Ombela, a história das chuvas, (Ombela, the story of rain), Angola, 2011.  

Some of his books have been translated into French, Spanish, Italian, German, Serbian, English, 
Chinese and Swedish. 
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3.4. MAIA DE ALMEIDA, Carla, Irmão Lobo,  Il. Gonçalves, António Joorge, Planeta 
Tangerina,2013 
ISBN: 9789898145536. 

 
 
        

 

 

Synopsis:  
Irmão Lobo (BrotherWolf) 

This is the story of a family – and of a country – in 
decline, told by two different voices of Bolota – one 
the 8 year, the other the same character as a 
teenager, recalling her strange adventures in her 
childhood. 
Bolota is one of three children of a couple forced to 
change their life several times. This leads to a 
situation where they are left with a faint image of 
happy times. All that – a couple in rupture, a father 
who canʼt pay his credit cards and who, as a result,  
decides to forget everything, a family forced to 
move house and to live in smaller and smaller 
places – is narrated between fantasy and reality by 
a child who, bit by bit, understands that behind 
these stories she depicts life with, there is a touch 
of tragedy and impossibility.  
The illustraions by António Jorge Gonçalves, in a 
chromatic triangle of white, black and blue, depict 
perfectly the melancholic state present throughout 
the book. 

 

 

 

⇒The author:  
Carla Maia de Almeida , who was born in 1960, is a Portuguese fiction writer, a chronicle writer 
and a biologist. She graduated in Biology from the University of Lisbon, received a PHD from the 
University of Oporto and carried out embryological research at the Gulbenkian Institute of Science 
and in the USA (Buffalo and Harvard). Her first published work was the novel Agrião, in 1984. She 
became well known for her novel Adeus Princesa (Goodbye Princess), which was made into a 
movie. She is a post-modern writer in the full sense of the word and has a diverse bibliography that 
ranges from chronicles, novels, childrenʼs books, poetry, and scientific articles to photo novels. 
 

⇒The illustrator:  
António Jorge Gonçalves  was born in Lisbon (Portugal), Graduated in Graphic Design from the 
Lisbon School of Fine Arts and took a Masterʼs degree in Theatre Design at the Slade School of 
Fine Art in London. He has taught  at IADE and RESTART art schools. Storytelling through images 
is his passion: since ʼ78 he has been publishing Graphic Novels in books, newspapers and 
magazines in Portugal, Spain, France and Italy. 
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3.5. DUCLA SOARES, Luísa, Atenção! Sou um Adolescente. II. Alves, Filipe, Livraria 
Civilização Editora, 2012  
ISBN: 9789722635578 
 

 
 

 

Synopsis:  

Atenção! Sou Um Adolescente  (Attention! I’m a 

teenager) 

This is a story about Gonçalo, a 13 year old.  

It is a major headache to be a teenager. The body stretches, 

feelings are all over the place, spots grow like volcanoes. 

And adults, always knowing everything, decree that with 

puberty the ‘akward age’‘ begins. They can´t understand 

the longing for freedom, for new experiences, the need to 

question everything. It is even more difficult to be a 

teenager in a world in crisis, in which parents get divorced 

and in which it is easier to follow the wrong path. 

Share the humour and irreverence, the anguish and the 

uncertainties of young people like you. 

 

⇒The author:  
Luísa Ducla Soares was born in Lisbon in 1939 and graduated with a BA in German Philology. She 
started working as a translator, literary adviser and journalist, having been director of the cultural 
showcase magazine “Vida” (1971-2). She collaborated with several newspapers and magazines and 
made her debut with the poetry book “Contrato” (Contract) in 1970. She worked for the Education 
Ministry between 1976 and 1978 and has been working at the National Library since 1979, where 
she has been building up an index of books for children and teenagers in Portugal. She has 
published more than 80 books, most of them for children. She is one of the founders of the “Instituto 

de Apoio à Criança” (Childrensʼ Support Institute). She frequently participates in events aimed at 
promoting reading at schools and in libraries. In 1972, for political reasons, she refused the “Grande 

Prémio da Literatura Infantil” (Top Childrenʼs Literature Prize) for her book “História da Papoila”. 
(The Poppyʼs Story). She received the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for best book in the biennium 
1984–5 with  “6 Histórias de Encantar” (Six Enchanting Stories) and the top Calouste Gulbenkian 
Prize for her literary work in 1996. 
Luísa Ducla Soares has also written the script for the twenty six episodes of  ʻAlhos e Bugalhosʼ, a 
TV programme broadcast by RTP, the Portuguese national TV station, on the occasion of the 
commemoration of the European Year of Languages (2001) and edited a CD entitled 25, with lyrics 
by her to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the 25th April 1974 Revolution. 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Filipe Alves graduated in Design from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon (2001). 
He is an experienced and highly versatile illustrator and animator/Motion Designer. He is also 
experienced in photo manipulation and post-production. He works for BY, a marketing and 
advertising company in the Lisbon area, Portugal. 
.  
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The list of the books was recommended by
Professor Ana Margarida Ramos 



