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1. PICTURE BOOKS 

 

1.1 TABORDA DUARTE, Rita , Fred e Maria.Il. Henriques, Luís,Caminho, 2009  
ISBN: 9789722120418 
 

 

 

Synopsis:  

Fred e Maria. (Fred and Maria) 

Frederico and  his sister Maria are united by their 
love of drawing and painting.  However they are 
really different in everything else: Maria is very 
obedient and well behaved; Frederico is restless, 
clumsy and gets into trouble all the time. No one 
who knows them can understand why there is  
such a great difference – would you be able to?  

 
 
⇒The author:  
Rita Taborda Duarte was born in Lisbon in 1973. She is a lecturer at the Universidade da Beira Interior  and 
is currently is preparing for her PhD in Contemporary Portuguese Literature. She collaborated as a literary 
critic, mainly on poetry, for a supplement in the Portuguese newspaper Público entitled Mil-Folhas (One 
Thousand pages. In 2002 she received a grant for her writing from the Ministry of Culture, which led to her 
books Na Estranha Casa de um Outro (At anotherʼs strange house) and Os Sentidos das Coisas (The senses 
of Things). In 2003 she was awarded the Branquinho da Fonseca Prize (Newspaper Expresso/Gulbenkian 
Foundation), for her first book for children, A Verdadeira História da Alice, (Alice´s True Story), illustrated by 
Luís Henriques. 
 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Luís Henriques, was born in Lisbon in 1973. He has illustrated several books for children (the great majority 
written by Rita Taborda Duarte, for the publisher Caminho). He draw the comic strips for Tratado de 
Umbrografia (ʻUmbrografiaʼTreaty), (Devir, 2006) and Terra Incógnita  (Incognit Land),(Tinta da China,2008), 
both written by José Carlos Fernandes. He also drew the book Babinski, from a fragment of The Golem, by G. 
Meyring, adapted by José Feitor,  (published by Canalha, 2007) and the fanzine Time Life/Life Time (2009) for 
Opuntia Books, by André Lemos. Luís Henriques is a founder member of Oficina do Cego, a Graphic Arts 
Association. He edited and co-produced the first collective edition of that association, Canções Usadas 
(Used/Second hand? songs) (Oficina do Cego, 2009). Together with Manuel Diogo he composed, illustrated 
and printed, in movable type printing, Isilda ou a Mudez do Código de Barras (Isilda or the muteness of the 
Barcode), a poetry book by Manuel de Freitas (Oficina do Cego, 2010) and Chama-lhe o que Quiseres (Call it 
whatever you want), text by Rui Caeiro (Oficina do Cego, 2010). 
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1.2. RAMALHETE, Isabel, Móli. Il. Fernandes, Elsa, Trampolim, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898267177 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis 
It is the voice of a small animal looking for a home, 
a family, an owner, amidst the hustle and bustle of 
the city, that the reader can hear in this story. And 
the best comes at the end, when it is revealed who 
is telling the story, thus making sense of the titlle. 
That is the moment when Moli, having conquered 
all dangers, finally finds a place to live in.  
This is, at the same time, a story that alerts 
younger children to animal rights and to the cruelty 
that they are sometimes subjected to when they 
are abandoned in our villages and cities. 

 

 
 
 

⇒The author:  
Isabel Ramalhete was born in Porto and graduated in Germanic Philology. She teaches Portuguese and 
English and also specialized in school libraries. She coordinates several school libraries in Porto. She has 
also translated about forty books for children and adults from Galician, English, Spanish and German, by 
authors such as E.T.A. Hoffman, Lewis Carroll, Louisa May Alcott, Uri Orlev and Katherine Paterson. Her 
translations include Alice no País das Maravilhas (Alice in Wonderland). 
She has also co-organized anthologies and published the following books for children: A Cabeça da Luz  
(Light´s Head), (Campo das Letras, 2001), Crocodilos, Tubarões e Cavalos-Marinhos  (Crocodiles, Sharks 
and Sea-Horses), (Campo das Letras, 2004) and Contos e Lendas de Portugal e do Mundo  (Short stories 
and Legends from Portugal and from around the world),(Porto Editora, 2009),  the latter  co-authored with 
João Pedro Mésseder); shehas also rewritten traditional tales, included in several publications. All her books 
are recommended by ʻCasa da Leituraʼ, Gulbenkian Foundation. Molí is her fourth book for children, published 
in 2011. 
  
 

 

⇒The illustrator:  
Elsa Fernandes holds a Degree in Design and has taught Visual Education and Descriptive Geometry at 
Primary and Secondary Schools. Her work as an illustrator, both of childrenʼs and school books, became more 
intense after 2003,  

Working with the publisher Trampolim she has illustrated O Camaleão Preguiçoso (The Lazy Cameleon), by 
Vergílio Alberto Viera, O livro das contas e dos contos, (The book of account and of stories), by José Vaz and 
Moli, by Isabel Ramalhete. 
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1.3. ONDJAKI, O Voo do Golfinho. Il. Wojciechowska, Danuta, Caminho, 2009 
      

 

 

Synopsis:  

O Voo do Golfinho (The Dolphin´s flight) 

This is a story about a dolphin with the soul of a bird. A 
narrative in the first person dealing with metamorphosis, 
identity (myself/others), difference and freedom. 
What do we want to be? What would we like to do? 
With whom do we identify? What is there to do? 
Would you like to know? Then we invite you to read this 
enchanting tale comprising various different stories. 
 

 
⇒The author:  
Ondjaki was born in Luanda, Angola, in 1977. He completed his degree in Sociology in Lisbon in 2002 by 
producing research on the great Angolan writer Luandino Vieira. A versatile young talent and a most 
promising writer of the Portuguese language in Africa, he has written poetry, children's books, short stories, 
novels, drama and film scripts. He has also had paintings exhibited and has performed in public. He has  
made a documentary about his hometown, Luanda, entitled Oxalá cresçam pitangas - histórias de Luanda (I 
Hope the pitanga cherries grow – tales of Luanda), 2006. 

His literary debut was in 2000 with Actu Sanguiíneu (poems) followed  by the childhood memoir Bom dia 
camaradas (”Good Morning, Comrades”) and the book of short stories Momentos de Aqui (Moments from this 
place), in 2001. His novell O Assobiador  (The Wishtler), was published in 2002. He was awarded the Grande 
Prémio de Conto Camilo Castelo Branco 2007 (The 2007 Camilo Castelo Branco Award for Stories) by the 
Portuguese Writers' Association for his novel Os da Minha Rua (People in my street). In 2008 he was 
distinguished with the Grinzane for Africa award, in the young writers, and in 2010, he won the prestigious 
Jabuti Prize, in Brazil, with his juvenile book Avódezanove e o Segredo do Soviético (Grandma Dezano-ve 
and the Soviet Secret), and, among other awards, the Prémio Caxinde do Conto Infantil  (The Caxinde Prize 
for Childrenʼs Stories), with his book Ombela, a história das chuvas, (Ombela, the story of rain), Angola, 
2011.  

Some of his books have been translated into French, Spanish, Italian, German, Serbian, English, Chinese and 
Swedish. 

 
⇒The illustrator:  
Danuta Wojciechowska was born in Quebec in 1960; her mother was Swiss and her father was Polish. She 
graduated in Communication Design from the Higher School of Design in Zurich and received a postgraduate 
degree in Education through Art from Emerson College in Sussex, England. She has lived and worked in 
Lisbon since 1984. In 1992 she founded the studio Lupa Design, where she works in design and produces 
illustrations both for children´s books and for educational projects.. She was awarded the National Illustration 
Prize in 2003 and was highly commended by the jury responsible for conferring this award in 1999, 2000, 
2001 and 2002. Also in 2002 she was selected for the annual White Ravens catalogue, for her illustrations for 
the book O Gato e o Escuro (The Cat and Darkness) by Mia Couto, Editorial Caminho. In 2003 she won the 
National Illustration Award, with the book O Sonho de Mariana (Mariana´s dream) and was also selected for 
the International Illustratorʼs Exhibition at the Childrenʼs Book Fair in Bologna (Italy). She was the national 
candidate for the Hans Christian Andersen Prize for Illustration in 2004. She returned to Bologna for the 
exhibition Ilustrações.pt – Contemporary Portuguese Illustration, at the Palazzo dʼAccursio in March 2008. 
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1.4. SALDANHA, Ana, Eu só só eu. Il. Kono, Yara ,Caminho, 2011 
ISBN: 9789722124430 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis:  

Eu só só eu (Just me, myself). 

Written as a sort of nursery rhyme, this picture book 
uses repetitions and parallels to tell the story of a big 
change in the life of the narrator. Used to being ʻjust 
himselfʼ, to having his space ʻjust to himselfʼ, to having 
all his familyʼs attention, to having all his objects to 
himself and to being, above all, the centre of attention, 
he finds out that there is time and a place to make room 
for a new member of the family. This is a book about a 
relevant matter in every childʼs development, how to 
build a sense of self. With expressive illustrations by 
Yara Kono, it desmytifies the consequences following 
the birth of a sibling. 

 
⇒The author:  

Ana Saldanha was born in 1959 in Porto. She Graduated in Modern Languages and Literature (Portuguese 
and English) in 1981 from the Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto. In 1992 she graduated with a MA in 
English Literature from the University of Birmingham and in 1999 she received a PhD in English Childrenʼs 
Literature and Theory of Translation from the University of Glasgow. 

She has taught English to Portuguese in Porto and Portuguese to English speakers in Birmingham and 
Glasgow. 

She has attended conferences and presented papers on Literature for children and young people. 

She has received several awards, including, in 1994 an honorary award in the Adolfo Simões Muller Prize, for 
her work Três Semanas com a Avó  (Three weeks with Grandma), in 1995 the Prémio Literário Cidade de 
Almada (the Literary Prize City of Almada), for her novel  Círculo Imperfeito  (Imperfect Circle). Her book Uma 
questão de cor (A matter of colour) was selected by IBBY for the Reading Olympiads in 1996 and in 1997 it 
was shortlisted for the Unesco Prize for Childrenʼs and Young Peopleʼs Literature in the Service of Tolerance. 

Ana Saldanha has also translated some books but is mostly known as an author of books for young people 
and is one of the most promising voices in the contemporary Portuguese panorama.     

⇒The illustrator:  
Yara Kono, was born born in São Paulo, Brazil, in 1972.  She is an illustrator and graphic designer who has 
been part of the Planeta Tangerina (publishers) team since 2004. 
Her first drawings were on the wall of her familyʼs sitting room. Her mother, who at first was not too pleased, 
finally gave in to the "artistic talents" of her daughter. 

From wall to paper, from paper to the computer the years have gone by. 

 In 2008 she received, together with Isabel Minhós Martins, an Honorable Mention at the 1st Compostela 
International Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Litlle Lamb, have you any wool?), 
(Kalandraka). 

 In 2011 she won the National Illustration Prize, with O Papão no Desvão, (the Monster in Hiding) written by 
Ana Saldanha. 
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2. CHILDREN´S BOOKS 

2.1. AGUALUSA, José Eduardo, A Girafa que comia estrelas. Il. Cayatte, Henrique, D. 
Quixote, 2005 
ISBN: 9789722029421 

 

 

Synopsis:  

A Girafa que comia estrelas (The Girafe that ate 
stars) 

A story about the friendship of Olímpia, a giraffe 
that was always with her head in the clouds, trying 
to spot angels and to eat stars, and Dona 
Margarida, a Hazel-Hen, with her head filled with 
clichés. They want to solve the problem of the 
drought that was harming their country. Will they be 
able to?  

 

 
⇒The author:  
José Eduardo Agualusa was born in Huambo, Angola, in 1960. He studied Agronomy and Forestry in 
Lisbon. He is a journalist and is considered one of the leading young literary voices from Angola. He has lived 
in Lisbon, Luanda, Rio de Janeiro and Berlin and currently divides his time between Portugal, Angola and 
Brazil. Agualusa has become an important voice of his country, both as a novelist and as a journalist. 
His first book, A Conjura (The Conspiracy) published in 1989, is a historical novel set in São Paulo de Luanda, 
Angola in the period between 1880 and 1911. As in his later novel, A nação crioula (Creole Nation), published 
in 1998, he paints a fascinating portrait of a society marked by opposites, in which only those who adapt have 
a chance of succeeding. 
Agualusa has received several awards and has written many books, including, in 1992, A Feira dos 
Assombrados (The Fair of the Haunted), short stories, in 1996 the novel Estação das Chuvas (Rain Season), 
in 1999, Fronteiras Perdidas (Lost Frontiers), short stories, for which he was awarded the Great Prize for 
Short Stories by The Portuguese Writers Association, in 2000, Estranhões e Bizarrocos, (Strange and Bizarre 
Creatures), co-written with Henrique Cayatte, which was awarded the National Award for Illustration and the 
Great Prize for Childrenʼs Literature from the Gulbenkian Foundation.  
In 2007 he was awarded the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize with his novel O vendedor de passados (The 
Book of Chameleons), published in 2004. His books have been translated into several European languages. 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Henrique Cayatte, a sculptor and a designer, was born in Lisbon in 1957.  He Graduated from the Faculty of 
Fine Arts in Lisbon. He has worked as a designer and illustrator since 1980. In 1991 he founded his own 
studio ʻAtelier Henrique Cayatteʼ, where he works in design, illustration and publishing. He was responsible for 
the design of several publications, such as the daily newspapaer ʻPÚBLICOʼ and the magazines Ler and 
Egóista. 
Amongst the many titles he  has edited are the illustrations for the books by Alice Vieira. 
As an illustrator he has been selected for several exhibitions both in Portugal and abroad and has received 
several awards: in 1986, the First Prize in Illustration awarded by the Department  for Culture for his work as a 
whole;  in 1988, The Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Illustration, with his illustrations for O Grande Lagarto da 
Pedra Azul, (The Big Lizard of the Blue Stone), a childrenʼs book by Papiniano Carlos. Also in 1998 he was 
chosen as the Portuguese candidate for the Hans Christian Andersen Prize (llustration) for his work for 
children and young people. In 2000 he was awarded the National Prize for Illustration with his book 
Estranhões & Bizarrocos,  with text by José Eduardo Agualusa and in  2001 once again he won  the 
Gulbenkian Prize for Illustration, with the latter book. 
He is a visiting professor at the University of Aveiro and the President of the Portuguese Centre of Design as 
well as a member of the board of BEDA (Bureau of European Design Associations).  
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2.2.  MINHÓS  MARTINS,  Isabel,  O  Livro  dos  Quintais.  Il.  Carvalho,  Bernardo,Planeta 
Tangerina, 2010 
ISBN: 9789898145246 
 

 

Synopsis: 
O Livro dos Quintais (The Backyardʼs book) 
This book proposes a different way of telling the 
stories of a group of neighbours whose backyards 
are next to each other. The narrative follows stories 
that take place outside, near the lemon and loquat 
trees, gardens and clotheslines, tanks and mini-
pools, 
following the chronology of time; each page 
illustrates a different month and the way it is lived 
by the people who share the space. Nature, in its 
continuous cycle, is the background for the 
meetings and and the occasions when the 
caracthers miss each other, and of a mysterious 
animal that walks through the pages (and through 
the several backyards). 
Written as a game, where you must read, as a 
complement, both text and images, discovering 
details, anticipating hypotheses and confirming 
expectations, this book tests the attention to detail 
and perceptiveness of readers, inviting them to 
read and reread the story.  
 

⇒The author:  

Isabel Minhós Martins was born in Lisbon (Portugal), in 1974. She graduated in Graphic Design from the 
Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and has a Post-Graduate Degree in Editing from the Catholic 
University of Lisbon. In 1999 she founded, together with the illustrator Madalena Matoso, the publisher 
Tangerina ,  working on childrenʼs magazines, comics, animations and many books. Her first book, Um Livro 
para Todos os Dias (A book for everyday), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho, was published in 2004. Also with 
Carvalho she made her debut at Cosac Naify (the Brazilian publisher) in 2009 with her book Pê de pai  (D for 
Dad), a book that in 2008 received an honourary mention in the Prize for  Best Book Design From All Over 
The World category of the Leipzig Book Foundation. In 2008 she received an Honourable Mention at the 1st 
Compostela International Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Little Lamb, have you 
any wool?), (Kalandraka), illustrated by Yara Kono. In 2010, she was nominated for the Authorʼs Award from 
the Portuguese Writers Association / RTP  (Portuguese TV) in the category for children's literature with O Livro 
dos Quintais (The Backyards book), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho.   
O Mundo num Segundo, (The World in a Second) in the Spanish edition by Oxfam International, was 
distinguished by the Banco del Libro in the category "Best Book for Children 2010."   
Some of her books are published in Spain, France, England, Italy, Brazil, Norway and Korea.  

 
⇒The illustrator:  
Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A childrenʼs book illustrator and editor, he is one of the 
founders of  the publisher Planeta Tangerina, for which he illustrates books, magazines and other projects for 
children. 
He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and studied 
Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas Artes  (The National Fine Arts Society). Drawing, composition 
and the graphic articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and his work has received numerous 
awards over the past few years, including two special mentions at the National Illustration Awards in 2006 and 
2007. In 2008, with the book "Pê de Pai" (D for Dad) he won an Honourable Mention Award for the Best Book 
Design from All Over the World, sponsored by Book Art Foundation. In 2009, he was one of the winners in the 
2nd CJ Picture Book Awards (Korea), with the book As Duas Estradas" (The Two Roads). That year he also 
won the National Award for illustration with the book Depressa Devagar (Quick, quick, slow). 

In 2011, O Mundo num Segundo (The World in a Second) was distinguished as one of the best books of the 
year by the Banco del Libro of Venezuela. 
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2.3. MOTA, António, Pinguim. Il. Faria,  Alberto Faria, Edições Gailivro, 2010 

ISBN: 9789895577439 
 

 

 

 

Synopsis: 

Pinguim (Penguin) 
Carlos is a young boy and a dreamer but he canʼt 
play football very well. He dreams of being 
someone special even of being a hero. 
One night in December he finds a little dog in a 
shoebox. His mother is not very fond of animals, so 
his grandfather agrees to look after the dog. The 
boy and his grandfather discover that this animal is 
rather different compared to those they are familiar 
with. They call him Penguin. But why choose that 
name for a dog? 
This is a story about differing types of affection, 
between humans and animals.  

 

⇒The author:  
António Mota, who was born in Baião, northern Portugal in1957, is a primary teacher and one of the most 
productive authors of books for children and young adults. In 1983 he received an award from the Portuguese 
Writers Association for O Rapaz de Loredo (The boy from Loredo).  He was also awarded the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Prize for Children´s Literature in 1990 together with Pedro Alecrim and in 1996 the António Boto 
Award for A Casa das Bengalas (The Old Peopleʼs Home). In 2004 he was awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Prize for Childrenʼs Literature in the picture books category for Se eu fosse muito magrinho (If I were very 
thin), illustrated by André Letria. He frequently goes to primary schools in Portugal and other countries to do 
workshops aimed at stimulating children to read and write. 
He has collaborated with various newspapers and has participated in several workshops organized by libraries 
and Teacher Training Institutions. His work is documented in several textbooks for teaching Portuguese. 
Some of his stories have been translated into Spanish and German. 
 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Alberto Faria was born in Lisbon in 1966. He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine 
Arts of the University of Lisbon. He works in advertising and as an illustrator.  He has produced illustrations for 
newspapers such as O Publico, O Independente and for magazines such as Blitz, Elle, Pais e Filhos, 
Evasões, Volta ao Mundo and Ler. More recently he has begun illustrating childrenʼs books, having produced 
illustrations for books published by Texto Editores, Gailivro, Sebenta, D. Quixote, Edições Eterogémeas and 
La Vanguarda.  
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2.4. MAIA DE ALMEIDA, Carla, Onde moram as Casas. Il.Esgaio, Alexandre, Editorial 
Caminho,2012 
ISBN: 9789722124621 
 

 

 

 

Synopsis: 

Onde Moram as casas (Where do houses live)  

"People live in houses, but it is also true the other 
way round: houses live in people" – thatʼs the way 
this story begins. 
The rooms in the house are associated with the 
heart, the soul, fear, dreams... Every house has a 
secret place, where everyone feels liberated from 
the world and the attic is the place where houses 
dream. 
"Houses hava a heart, an attic to dream, a cellar to 
keep frightening things (…) Whatʼs your house 
like? " 
 

 

⇒The author:  
Carla Maia de Almeida was born in Matosinhos, northern Portugal, in 1669. She has a degree and a post-
graduate qualification in Social Studies and Communication from the Universidade Nova de Lisboa. She also 
has a post-graduation in Childrenʼs Books, from the Universidade Católica Portuguesa. She is a journalist, 
translator and writer. She collaborates regularly for Notícias Magazine (a Sunday supplement of the 
newspapers Diário de Notícias and Jornal de Notícias), writing for the column ʻNostalgiaʼ and is responsible 
for reviewing and raising awareness of books for children in the magazine LER. 

Her first book for children, was O Gato e a rainha Só (The cat and the lonely Queen), in 2005, followed by Não 
quero usar óculos (I don´t want to wear glasses), in 2008, Ainda Falta Muito? (His it still a long way to go?), in 
2009 and Onde moram as casas (Where houses live), in 2011.  
In her blog O Jardim Assombrado (The Haunted Garden), she writes mainly about childrenʼs literature. 
 
 

 
⇒The illustrator:  
Alexandre Esgaio was born in Nazaré, Portugal, in 1973. He graduated in Clinical Psychology but his love for 
books and drawing, (he had loved drawing from an early age) took over when he worked at a bookshop in 
Lisbon, where he was responsible for the children and young peopleʼs section. From that time  he dedicated 
himself to drawing and illustration and he has produced work for many childrenʼs publications. He his very 
enthusiastic about comics and fanzines and has a blog entiteled ʻMaria Macaréuʼ. 
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2.5. SOBRAL, Catarina, Greve, Coleção Orfeu Míni, Editora Orfeu Negro, 2011 
ISBN: 9789898327123 
 

 

             

Synopsis: 
 
Greve (Strike). 
Just imagine a day when all dots, points and full 
stops go on strike. Which? ALL of them! Starting 
with written texts… in schools, museums, factories, 
hospitals, no one could understand each other. And 
the vanishing point disappeared! And the green 
point. And the meeting point. Everyone was late. 
And it was impossible to make a point of the 
situation. Until…. 

 

 
 
 
⇒The author and Illustrator:  
 
Catarina Sobral, who was born in in Coimbra in1985, has a Degree in Design from the University of Aveiro 
(2007) and a Masters in Artistic Illustration from the University of Évora.  Besides being a qualified illustrator 
and communication designer, she is also experienced in printmaking and film animation. 
Se regularly provides illustrations for newspapers as well as for a variety of Portuguese magazines. Her first 
picture book, Greve (Strike), a project in which she is both the writer and the illustrator, shows the influence of 
graphic art in her work, where she experiments with photo-collage, ink drawings and bitmaps. The text is the 
raw material that influences her choices of colour and technology. 

Catarina Sobral has participated in several group exhibitions, the latest at the Bologna Childrenʼs Book Fair 
(Bologna 2012) and has been recognized internationally on several occasions, such as: 2007: shortlisted in 
the Love your earth contest — Designboom / DA - Design Association Japan; 2010: Shortlisted in the 
Minimotion contest — F+F Schule für Kunst und Mediendesign ; 2011: awarded a Special Mention at the 
Portuguese National Illustration Award; 2011: selected for the IFFR XL: Not Kidding — International Film 
Festival Rotterdam. 
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2.6. MINHÓS, Isabel, Ir e Vir. Il. Carvalho, Bernardo Carvalho, Planeta Tangerina, 2012 
ISBN: 9789898145338 

 
 

      

Synopsis: 
On Planet Earth it is not just human beings who 
have to travel long distances. There are many 
animals that travel mile after mile, searching for 
food, milder places or the best places to give birth 
to their young.  
ʻIr e Virʼ follows the extraordinary journeys of arctic 
sparrows, monarch butterflies and gnus, and 
makes us stop and think about the way we live and 
move around, sometimes endangering the fragile 
balance of our Planet.  

  

 
 
⇒The author:  
Isabel Minhós Martins was born in Lisbon (Portugal), in 1974. She graduated in Graphic Design from the 
Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and has a Post-Graduate Degree in Editing from the Catholic 
University of Lisbon. In 1999 she founded, together with the illustrator Madalena Matoso, the publisher 
Tangerina ,  working on childrenʼs magazines, comics, animations and many books. Her first book, Um Livro 
para Todos os Dias (A book for everyday), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho, was published in 2004. Also with 
Carvalho she made her debut at Cosac Naify (the Brazilian publisher) in 2009 with her book Pê de pai  (D for 
Dad), a book that in 2008 received an honourary mention in the Prize for  Best Book Design From All Over 
The World category of the Leipzig Book Foundation. In 2008 she received an Honourable Mention at the 1st 
Compostela International Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã  (Little Lamb, have you 
any wool?), (Kalandraka), illustrated by Yara Kono. In 2010, she was nominated for the Authorʼs Award from 
the Portuguese Writers Association / RTP  (Portuguese TV) in the category for children's literature with O Livro 
dos Quintais (The Backyards book), illustrated by Bernardo Carvalho.   
O Mundo num Segundo, (The World in a Second) in the Spanish edition by Oxfam International, was 
distinguished by the Banco del Libro in the category "Best Book for Children 2010."   
Some of her books are published in Spain, France, England, Italy, Brazil, Norway and Korea.  

 

 
 
⇒The illustrator:  
Bernando Carvalho  
 
Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A childrenʼs book illustrator and editor, he is one of the 
founders of  the publisher Planeta Tangerina, for which he illustrates books, magazines and other projects for 
children. 
He graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Lisbon and studied 
Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas Artes  (The National Fine Arts Society). Drawing, composition 
and the graphic articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and his work has received numerous 
awards over the past few years, including two special mentions at the National Illustration Awards in 2006 and 
2007. In 2008, with the book "Pê de Pai" (D for Dad) he won an Honourable Mention Award for the Best Book 
Design from All Over the World, sponsored by Book Art Foundation. In 2009, he was one of the winners in the 
2nd CJ Picture Book Awards (Korea), with the book As Duas Estradas" (The Two Roads). That year he also 
won the National Award for illustration with the book Depressa Devagar (Quick, quick, slow). 

In 2011, O Mundo num Segundo (The World in a Second) was distinguished as one of the best books of the 
year by the Banco del Libro of Venezuela. 
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3. BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS 

3.1. CRUZ, Afonso , Os Livros que devoraram o meu pai, Caminho, 2010 
ISBN: 9789722120951 

 

 
 

          
 

Synopsis: 
 
Os livros que devoraram o meu pai (The books 
that have devoured my father)  
 
Elias Bonfim is a twelve-years old boy who has lost 
his father. One day discovers that his father did  not 
die as a result of an heart attack, but rather he  
disappeared into the pages of a book – The Island 
of Doctor Moreau, by H.G.Wells. 
As a result of this revelation he receives the key to 
his Grandmaʼs attic, where there is an extensive 
library that belonged to his father, absolutely full of 
books. The boy begins searching for his father, by 
meticulously going through, in the strict sense of 
the words, classics of literature full of assassins, 
devastating passions, beasts and other sorts of 
dangers created by words. 
Elias also becomes part of the plot in several 
books, such as Crime and Punishment, by 
Dostoyevsky, or Fahrenheit 4521, by Ray 
Bradbury, in a curious cross between reality and 
fiction that makes us think about the important role 
of books as an escape from our everyday problems 
and realise how often it is that we forget about the 
real world and become so involved in a plot that we 
are sad when the book ends. 
 
 

 
⇒The author:  
 
Afonso Cruz  was born in Figueira da Foz, in 1971. He studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts at the University of 
Lisbon, at the Higher Institute of Fine Arts in Madeira and at António Arroio School. He is a writer, an 
illustrator, a musician and a cineast. He has produced animated films and is a member of the blues/roots band 
the Soaked Lamb (in which he sings, composes, plays the guitar, the harmonica and the banjo). 

He published his first book in 2008, the novel A Carne de Deus (Godʼs flesh), followed by Enciclopédia da 
Estória Universal (2009), which was awarded the Camilo Castelo Branco Prize – APE/Câmara Municipal de 
Famalicão in 2011. He has also written Os Livros Que Devoraram o Meu Pai (The books that devoured my 
father),  which won the Maria Rosa Colaço Prize for Literature in 2009, A Contradição Humana (Human 
Contradiction), which was distinguished with the Authors Prize in 2011 from the Portuguese Writers 
Association/RTP (Portuguese TV), with the Prize Ler/Booktailors , with a Special Mention  in the National 
illustration Prize, was placed in IBBYʼs List of Honour and also chosen to be part of the White Ravens 
Exhibition  in 2011. 

Since 2007 Afonso Cruz has illustrated about 30 books for children, in collaboration with Portuguese authors 
such as José Jorge Letria, António Torrado and Alice Vieira. He has also provided illustrations for magazines, 
book covers and advertising. 
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3.2. MAGALHÃES, Álvaro, O último Grimm, Edições Asa,  
ISBN: 9789724150789 
 

 

           

Synopsis: 
O último Grimm, (The Last Grimm). 
Do you know the Grimm brothers? Have you heard 
about Grimmʼs Fairy Tales? Then learn about the 
Zimmer brothers, two English brothers who are 
descended from them and who, two hundred years 
later, are about to discover the secret behind those 
tales. During his summer holidays in Corwall, 
William Zimmer discovers he has inherited the 
secret gift of Wilhem Grimm, as well as his 
extraordinary destiny. Now he knows that The 
Other Side is anxious for his arrival. 
What happens to stories when no one is looking?  
Open this book and you will discover. And you will 
find: time thieves, a speaking stone, a factory of 
nothing, an auto-writing book, a cake of time that 
tastes like time and makes us see things just as 
they are, or a pink pain that aches wonderfully. 
There are many stories waiting to be told and this is 
the first one: the one of the last ʻGrimmʼ. 
In the tradition of fairy tales, the hero has to follow 
a difficult path until he reaches his glory and saves 
the two parallel worlds – the human and the fantasy 
world. 
 

 
⇒The author:  
Álvaro Magalhães was born in Porto, in 1951. He published his first poems at the beginning of the 80s and, 
in 1982, his first book for children  - Histórias com muitas letras (Stories with many letters). He has since 
published over thirty books, including short stories, poetry, fiction and dramatic texts. He has also created a 
book series – Triângulo Jota (Jay Triangle) – following the adventures of three young people in Porto. These 
books have been adapted for TV.  
He is considered one of the most important writers of his generation, due to the originality and irreverence of 
his work. His books for young people appeal constantly to the imagination and encourage the reader to dream, 
not as escapism, but as powerful role models. 

Five of his books for children História com Muitas Letras (Stories with may letters), O Menino Chamado 
Menino (The little boy called little boy), Isto é que foi Ser! (What a Way!), Histórias Pequenas de Bichos 
Pequenos (Small stories about small animals) and O Homem que não Queria Sonhar e outras Histórias (The 
Man who did not want to dream and other stories), received awards from The Portuguese Writers Association 
and from the Ministry for Culture for five consecutive years, between 1981 and 1985. 
Amongst other awards, he also received an Honourable Mentioon at the National Illustration Awards for his 
book  O Limpa-Palavrase outros peomas (The word cleaner and other poems), illustrated by Danuta 
Wojciechowska, in 2000, was nominated for Ibbyʼs List of Honour in 2002 with the same book, and was 
awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Childrenʼs and Young Peopleʼs Literature in 2002 (in the category 
of literary text), with his book Hipopóptimos – Uma História de Amor (ʻHipopótimosʼ – a Love Story). 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  15 

 

3.3. SALDANHA, Ana, Para Maiores de dezasseis, Caminho, 2009 
ISBN: 9789722120555  
 

 

 

          

     

Synopsis: 
 
Para maiores de dezasseis (For the over 
sixteens) 
The main theme of the book, although delicate, is 
quite up-to-date: a 15 year old girl gets involved 
with a 29 year old man. The girl, Dulce, is a twenty 
first century ʻLolitaʼ, an adolescent who, having 
reviously been overweight, reinvents herself 
physically but who also changes her internal make-
up to adapt to the people she meets. Emotionally 
she is a child, in the body of a woman. She uses 
her power to seduce an adult male without thinking 
about the consequences. The man, Eddie, is not 
exactly the ʻbig bad wolfʼ, but he often disguises 
himself in sheepʼs skin: older and more 
experienced, he is a hebephile. He fears he may be 
caught and knows he is in an illegal situation, 
however he is addicted to danger, excitement and 
adoration for the girl. 

This is a novel of high literary quality, facing up to 
the problems as they are and avoiding stereotypes. 
Many problems related to the life and routine of 
contemporary families, generation conflicts, and 
group conflicts are dealt with, presenting readers 
with a journey into the juvenile universe in which 
the restlessness resulting from the processes of 
building identity is not always obvious. 

 
 

⇒The author:  
Ana Saldanha was born in 1959 in Porto. She Graduated in Modern Languages and Literature (Portuguese 
and English) in 1981 from the Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto. In 1992 she graduated with a MA in 
English Literature from the University of Birmingham and in 1999 she received a PhD in English Childrenʼs 
Literature and Theory of Translation from the University of Glasgow. 

She has taught English to Portuguese in Porto and Portuguese to English speakers in Birmingham and 
Glasgow. 

She has attended conferences and presented papers on Literature for children and young people. 

She has received several awards, including, in 1994 an honorary award in the Adolfo Simões Muller Prize, for 
her work Três Semanas com a Avó  (Three weeks with Grandma), in 1995 the Prémio Literário Cidade de 
Almada (the Literary Prize City of Almada), for her novel Círculo Imperfeito  (Imperfect Circle). Her book Uma 
questão de cor (A matter of colour) was selected by IBBY for the Reading Olympiads in 1996 and in 1997 it 
was shortlisted for the Unesco Prize for Childrenʼs and Young Peopleʼs Literature in the Service of Tolerance. 

Ana Saldanha has also translated some books but is mostly known as an author of books for young people 

and is one of the most promising voices in the contemporary Portuguese panorama.     
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3.4. VIEIRA, Alice , Meia hora para mudar a minha vida, Caminho , 2010 
ISBN: 9789722121057.  
 

        

Synopsis:  
Meia hora para mudar a minha vida (Half an 
hour to change my life) 

Meia Hora para Mudar a Minha Vida (Half an Hour 
to Change my Life), Alice Vieiraʼs most recent 
novel, a narrative in the first person, tells the story 
of Branca, a child who, despite having been born 
into an apparently dysfunctional family, not knowing 
her father or any other member of her biological 
family besides her Mum, grows up to become a 
very happy child in a very special group of actors 
and artists.  This small community, which shares 
the house, the stage, affection and a passion for 
the playwright Gil Vicente and for Benfica football 
team, will be the most important reference point for 
the narrator and the one that will stay in her 
affections, even when, after her mother dies, she 
has to return to her grandmotherʼs house. By 
depicting a childʼs universe, the pains of growing up 
and the search for a personal identity from a unique 
perspective, this novel is also characterized by the 
usual humour of the author, associated with the 
ʻFairʼ, a sort of amateur theatre company. The 
author succeeds in conquering the readers and  
keeping them interested and also questions society 
and the way it perceives the world of children. 

 
⇒The author:  
Alice Vieira  was born in Lisbon in 1943. She holds a degree in Modern Languages and Literature from the 
University of Lisbon. In 1958 she started her collaboration in the Juvenile Supplement of the newspaper  
Diário de Lisboa and from 1969 onwards she dedicated herself to professional journalism. She worked as a 
teacher and as a journalist before devoting all her time to writing books for children. She has already published 
more than three dozen titles, and she has won several prestigious awards in Portugal for her work for children 
and teenagers. In 1979 she was awarded the International Year of the Child, Childrenʼs Literature Award, with 
Rosa, Minha Irmã Rosa (Rose, my sister Rose).  She was also awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for 
Childrenʼs Literature in 1983 with Este Rei que Eu Escolhi  (This King whom I have chosen) and the Greal 
Gulbenkian  Prize in 1994 for her global work. She has been nominated twice as the Portuguese candidate for 
the Hans Christian Andersen Prize by the Portuguese Section of  IBBY and also for the ALMA (Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award). In 2007 she received the Maria Amália Vaz de Carvalho Award for her poetry book Dois 
Corpos Tombando na Água.  (Two bodies falling in the water) and in 2008 her book A Charada da Bicharada  
(The animalʼs Charade), was awarded the National Ilustration Prize. 

Alice Vieira is one of the most important Portuguese writers for teenagers, having gained wide national and 
international recognition. 
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3.5. ZIMLER, Richard, Ilha Teresa, Dom Quixote, 2011  
ISBN: 9789722046329 
 
 

 
 

        

Synopsis:  

Ilha Teresa (Island Teresa) 

In Ilha Teresa (Island Teresa), Zimler recreates and 
covers several themes, narrating the story of 
Teresa, a young Portuguese girl who his an 
immigrant in the USA. Teresa his going through a 
particularly difficult period in her life. Besides her 
difficulties in integrating, Teresa looses her father, 
who was her emotional support. This complicates 
her already difficult relationship with her mother. 
Lacking sound reference points, she embarks into 
a destructive process, from which she is saved only 
with the help of music, affection and hope. 

 

 
 
 
⇒The author:  
 
Richard Zimler was born in in Roslyn Heights, a suburb of New York, in 1956. After graduating in 
comparative religion from Duke University (1977) and obtaining a Masterʼs in journalism from Stanford 
University (1982), he worked as a journalist mainly in the San Francisco Bay area. In 1990, he moved to 
Porto, Portugal, where he taught journalism for sixteen years, first at the College of Journalism and later at the 
University of Porto.In 2002 he obtained Portuguese nationality. 
He has published eight novels over the last 15 years: The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon, Unholy Ghosts, The 
Angelic Darkness, Hunting Midnight, Guardian of the Dawn, The Search for Sana, The Seventh Gate and The 
Warsaw Anagrams. His novels have appeared on bestseller lists in 12 different countries, including the USA, 
Great Britain, Portugal, Italy, Brazil and Australia. 
He has won numerous prizes for his work, which is translated into many languages, including the Marquis de 
Ouro prize in 2010 - as Book of the Year in Portugal - for The Warsaw Anagrams.  He also won the 2009 
Alberto Benveniste prize in fiction for Guardian of the Dawn (for best Jewish-themed novel published in 
France), and the 1998 Herodotus Award, for The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon (Best First Historical Novel). 
Additionally, The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon was picked as the 1998 Book of the Year by three British critics. 
Hunting Midnight, The Search for Sana and The Seventh Gate have all been nominated for the International 
IMPAC Literary Award, the richest prize in the English-speaking world. He was also granted a 1994 U.S. 
National Endowment of the Arts Fellowship in Fiction. 
The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon, Hunting Midnight, Guardian of the Dawn and The Seventh Gate form the 
“Sephardic Cycle,” a group of inter-connected – but fully independent – novels about different branches and 
generations of a Portuguese Jewish family. 
A short film he wrote and acted in - The Slow Mirror - was awarded the Best Drama award at the 2010 New 
York Downtown Short Film Festival.  
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